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Woburn to Wakefield Line Project
Purpose and Need
A strong electrical transmission grid is vital to the
safety, security and economic prosperity of the region.
The transmission system serves a critical role to ensure
that electricity flows with a high degree of reliability
from wherever the power is generated to where power
is needed.
ISO-New England, the independent system operator for
New England, concluded that there are inadequate
transmission resources to serve the electricity needs in
the Greater Boston/Metro West and surrounding area.
To proactively address these deficiencies and the
growing customer demands on the electric system,
Eversource is implementing a series of transmission
projects called the “Greater Boston and Southern New
Hampshire Solution.”

One of the selected projects to solve the identified
system reliability problems is a new 345-kV power line
between the existing Wakefield and Woburn
Substations, called the Woburn to Wakefield Line
Project.

Woburn to Wakefield Line Project
Project Overview
•

To improve system reliability and address
increasing demand for electricity,
Eversource is constructing the Woburn to
Woburn Line Project.

•

The Project involves the construction of a
new 345-kilovolt (kV) underground
transmission line that will connect
Eversource’s Woburn substation on Pond
Street in Woburn with National Grid’s
Wakefield Junction substation in Wakefield.

•

The line will extend approximately 8 miles,
passing through sections of Woburn,
Winchester, Stoneham and Wakefield.

•

The Energy Facilities Siting Board (EFSB)
approved the Project on February 28, 2018.

•

Construction in Stoneham and Woburn is
expected to begin in April and May of 2020.

Woburn to Wakefield Line Project
Benefits for Stoneham & Woburn
•

Provides the most cost-effective solution to meet customer
needs while improving power system reliability and quality.

•

Delivers substantially greater levels of power-import
capability, which will enable access to lower-cost and
cleaner power sources for consumers while reliably serving
customers power demands.

•

Contains costs and minimizes environmental and community
impacts by working primarily in existing rights-of-way and
within existing roadways.

•

Boosts the regional economy with local jobs and increased
local property tax revenue in host communities.

•

Supports the region’s economic health and demand for
electricity for many years to come and provides enhanced
resiliency during storm events.

•

Provides funding for a Stoneham & Woburn Field Engineer
to monitor work activities.

•

Includes curb-to-curb street restoration on Project Route.

•

Adds road restriping including bike lane mark-outs for
sections of the Tri-Community Bikeway.

Woburn to Wakefield Line Project
Project Route and Manhole Locations through Stoneham

The Woburn to Wakefield Line Project includes 16 manhole locations on Eversource’s portion of the
project route.

Six manholes will be located in the Town of Stoneham and are scheduled to be installed during the
2020 construction season.

Woburn to Wakefield Line Project
Project Route and Manhole Locations through Stoneham
Streets

Total
Length

Montvale Avenue

3500 feet

Main Street

1700 feet

Elm Street

4500 feet

Total project route
miles through
Stoneham:

9700 feet
(1.9 miles)

Stoneham Manhole Locations

Manhole 11

Montvale Avenue
(between Woburn city line and Maple Street)

Manhole 12

Montvale Avenue
(between Ledgewood Drive and Lindenwood Road)

Manhole 13

Montvale Avenue
(between Cottage Street and Main Street)

Manhole 14

Main Street
(between William Street and Elm Street)

Manhole 15

Elm Street
(at the corner of Elm Street and High Street)

Manhole 16

Elm Street
(between Duncklee Avenue and Norval Avenue)

Woburn to Wakefield Line Project
Stoneham Construction Hours
•

The safety of residents, pedestrians, motorist, police
details and our crews is our top priority.

•

This project requires our crews to work in the street for
each phase of the project including vault installation,
trench digging/cable pulling/cable splicing, and
restoration.

•

Eversource is working closely with the town of
Stoneham on allowed construction hours. Based on
current traffic volumes, revisions may be made to the
previously approved hours, as listed below. Please know
that any updates to construction hours will be posted to
our project website.

•

Construction Hours (see accompanying map)
•
DAY TIME CONSTRUCTION: Day time construction
hours in Stoneham are 7 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday
through Friday on Elm Street and Montvale
Avenue from Main Street to the entrance of the
Lindenwood Cemetery.
•

NIGHT TIME CONSTRUCTION: Night time
construction hours in Stoneham are 7 p.m. to 5
a.m., Sunday through Friday on Main Street
between Montvale Avenue and Elm Street on
Montvale Avenue from the Woburn city line to
the Lindenwood Cemetery entrance.

Woburn to Wakefield Line Project
Project Route and Manhole Locations through Woburn

The Woburn to Wakefield Line Project includes 16 manhole locations on Eversource’s portion of the
project route.

Four manholes will be located in the City of Woburn and are scheduled to be installed during the
2020 construction season.

Woburn to Wakefield Line Project
Woburn Construction Locations and Work Hours
Streets

Total
Length

Lake Avenue

1400 feet

Pickering Street

450 feet

Border Street

500 feet

Washington Street

2300 feet

Montvale Avenue

2100 Feet

Total project route
miles through
Woburn:

6750 Feet
(1.3 miles)

Woburn Construction Hours
The hours for construction in Woburn are 7 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
Monday through Friday, on Lake Avenue, Pickering Street,
Border Street and Washington Street.
On Montvale Avenue, construction hours are 9 p.m. to 5 a.m.,
Sunday through Friday. Due to weather or other unexpected
circumstances, from time to time the crews may need to work
longer hours or work on weekends.

Woburn Manhole Locations
Manhole 1

Lake Avenue
(between Cove Street and Arlington Road)

Manhole 2

Pickering Street
(between Lake Avenue and Border Street)

Manhole 9

Washington Street
(between B Street and Erie Street)

Manhole 10

Montvale Avenue
(between Albany Street and Rainin Road)

Woburn to Wakefield Line Project
Work Zone Construction Sequence - “The Train”
Our work crews will be working in local
streets for each phase of the project:
vault installation, trench digging, cable
installation, cable pulling/cable splicing,
and restoration.
Typical Construction Sequence
1. Saw cut
1. Excavate
2. Install Pipe
3. Backfill
4. Temporary Restoration
5. Cable Pulling
6. Permanent Restoration
*This image is for illustrative purposes only. It is not drawn to scale and
does not represent any actual streets.

Woburn to Wakefield Line Project
Typical Underground Construction

Woburn to Wakefield Line Project
Stoneham & Woburn Community Outreach
Eversource has developed a comprehensive community outreach plan for Stoneham & Woburn.
Below is a list of typical tools that will be used to communicate with stakeholders to keep them
informed of project construction activities.
• Start of Construction Letter: A project start of construction letter will be mailed to abutting property owners,
residents and businesses.
• When: Mailed to Stoneham on March 11th
Mailed to Woburn on April 14th
• Website Updates: The project team posts weekly construction updates for Stoneham & Woburn. Visit
https://www.eversource.com/content/Woburn-Wakefield-Project
• When: Generally weekly, pending work activities.
• Municipal Coordination: Eversource and contractors work closely with municipal officials during planning,
construction and restoration.
• Hotline and Email: 24-hour hotline and email for resident questions or concerns. Eversource responds to each
inquiry within 24 hours.
• Community Outreach: Eversource and its contractors will follow social distancing and other health and safety
guidelines in our community outreach efforts, including becoming more reliant on other forms of notifications,
including letters, email and/or phone calls, instead of door hangers and in-person visits. Door-to-door
outreach efforts for the project have been temporarily suspended, given COVID-19 precautions. This effort
will resume when appropriate.

Contact Information

Project Manager
Mike Hager
Email: michael.hager@eversource.com
Siting & Construction Services
Nicole Bowden
Email: nicole.bowden@eversource.com
Sean Shortell
Email: sean.shortell@eversource.com
For the Public:
Project Hotline: 1-800-793-2202
Project Website: https://www.eversource.com/content/Woburn-Wakefield-Project
Project E-mail: ProjectInfo@eversource.com

