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NOTICE OF FILING AND PUBLIC HEARING 

 
D.P.U. 22-64 August 5, 2022 
 
Petition of NSTAR Electric Company d/b/a Eversource Energy for Approval of a Proposed 
Solar Facility in Yarmouth, Massachusetts. 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 

On June 1, 2022, NSTAR Electric Company d/b/a Eversource Energy (“NSTAR 
Electric” or “Company”) submitted a filing with the Department of Public Utilities 
(“Department”) requesting approval of the anticipated costs to develop, construct, own, and 
operate solar photovoltaic (“PV”) capacity paired with battery energy storage systems 
(“BESS”), pursuant to St. 2021, c. 8, § 77.  Specifically, NSTAR Electric proposes to 
construct solar PV canopies above the existing parking lot at a Company-owned site located 
in Yarmouth, Massachusetts, a community identified by NSTAR Electric as being at high 
risk from the effects of climate change and as having Environmental Justice (“EJ”) 
populations.  The BESS will operate to optimize timing of discharge of energy onto the grid, 
and in the event of a power outage the BESS will provide backup power to the facilities at 
the project site.  The Company states that the energy from the projects will be sold into the 
ISO-NE wholesale market, and that it will apply the proceeds from the sale of the energy, 
capacity, Renewable Energy Credits, and Clean Peak Energy Certificates as a bill credit to 
customers in EJ neighborhoods in Yarmouth.  The filing includes letters of support from the 
Town of Yarmouth.  The Department docketed this matter as D.P.U. 22-64. 

NSTAR Electric is seeking approval of a revised Solar Expansion Cost Recovery 
Tariff, M.D.P.U. No. 67E, proposed for effect January 1, 2023, through which the 
Company proposes to recover the incremental revenue requirement associated with the 
proposed Yarmouth facility for costs submitted annually on or around November 1 for rates 
effective January 1.   
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For illustrative purposes, the Company presents an in-service date of January 1, 2025, 
and estimates a revenue requirement for calendar year 2025 to be $1.8 million based on the 
estimated capital and operating costs.  If the Company’s request is approved as proposed, the 
monthly bill for a typical NSTAR Electric residential basic service customer using 600 
kilowatt-hours of electricity per month will increase as follows:   

Eastern Massachusetts Western Massachusetts 

R-1 $0.06 or 0.03% R-1 $0.07 or 0.04% 

R-2 $0.05 or 0.04% R-2 $0.05 or 0.05% 

R-3 $0.05 or 0.03% R-3 $0.04 or 0.02% 

R-4 $0.03 or 0.03% R-4 $0.03 or 0.03% 

 

Bill impacts for commercial and industrial customers will vary by rate class.  These 
customers should contact the Company or review the Company’s filing for specific bill 
information. 

The Attorney General of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts (“Attorney General”) 
filed a notice to intervene in this matter pursuant to G.L. c. 12, § 11E(a).  Additionally, 
pursuant to G.L. c. 12, § 11E(b), the Attorney General filed a notice of retention of experts 
and consultants to assist in her investigation of the Company’s filing and has requested 
Department approval to spend up to $150,000 in this regard.  Pursuant to G.L. c. 12, 
§ 11E(b), the costs incurred by the Attorney General relative to her retention of experts and 
consultants may be recovered in the Company’s rates.   

Due to certain ongoing safety measures and precautions relating to in-person events as 
a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, the Department will conduct a virtual public hearing to 
receive comments on the Company’s filing and on the Attorney General’s notice of retention 
of experts and consultants.  The Department will conduct the public hearing using Zoom 
videoconferencing on Wednesday, September 21, 2022, beginning at 2:00 p.m.  

Attendees can join the hearing at 2:00p.m. by entering the link,  
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/84309866213, from a computer, smartphone, or tablet.  No prior 
software download is required.  For audio only access to the hearings, attendees can dial in 
to the hearing at (646) 931-3860 or (301) 715-8592 (not toll free) and then enter the Webinar 
ID:  843 0986 6213.  If you anticipate providing comments via Zoom during the public 
hearing, please send an email by Wednesday, September 14, 2022, to 
susan.geiser@mass.gov with your name, email address, and mailing address.  

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/84309866213
mailto:susan.geiser@mass.gov
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The Department will accept written comments on the Company’s filing and on the 
Attorney General’s notice of intent to retain experts and consultants until the close of 
business (5:00 p.m.) on Wednesday September 21, 2022.  Any person who otherwise 
desires to participate in the evidentiary phase of this proceeding shall file a petition for leave 
to intervene no later than the close of business (5:00 p.m.) on Wednesday, September 14, 
2022.  A petition for leave to intervene must satisfy the timing and substantive requirements 
of 220 CMR 1.03.  Receipt by the Department, not mailing, constitutes filing and determines 
whether a petition has been timely filed.  A petition filed late may be disallowed as untimely, 
unless good cause is shown for waiver under 220 CMR 1.01(4).  To be allowed, a petition 
under 220 CMR 1.03(1) must satisfy the standing requirements of G.L. c. 30A, § 10.   

Ordinarily, all parties would follow Sections B.1 and B.4 of the Department’s 
Standard Ground Rules (D.P.U. 15-184-A, App. 1 (March 4, 2020)).  However, at this time, 
all filings will be submitted only in electronic format consistent with the Commission’s 
June 15, 2021 Memorandum related to continued modified filing requirements.  Until further 
notice, parties must retain the original paper version of the filing and the Department will 
later determine when the paper version must be filed with the Department Secretary.   

All documents must be submitted to the Department in .pdf format by e-mail 
attachment to dpu.efiling@mass.gov and Susan.Geiser@mass.gov.  In addition, all 
documents must be sent by e-mail attachment to the Company’s attorneys, John K. Habib, 
Esq. at jhabib@keeganwerlin.com and Ashley S. Marton, Esq. at 
amarton@keeganwerlin.com.  The text of the e-mail must specify:  (1) the docket number of 
the proceeding (D.P.U. 22-64); (2) the name of the person or company submitting the filing; 
and (3) a brief descriptive title of the document.  The electronic file name should identify the 
document but should not exceed 50 characters in length.  Importantly, all large files 
submitted must be broken down into electronic files that do not exceed 20 MB.  To the 
extent a person or entity wishes to submit comments or intervention petitions in accordance 
with this Notice, electronic submission, as detailed above, is sufficient.   

All documents submitted in electronic format will be posted on the Department’s 
website through our online File Room as soon as practicable (enter “22-64”) at:  
https://eeaonline.eea.state.ma.us/DPU/Fileroom/dockets/bynumber.  At this time, a paper 
copy of the filing will not be available for public viewing at the Company’s offices or the 
Department.  To request materials in accessible formats for people with disabilities (Braille, 
large print, electronic files, audio format), or to request an interpreter at the hearing, please 
contact the Department’s ADA coordinator at DPUADACoordinator@mass.gov by 
Wednesday, September 14, 2022.   

For further information regarding the Company’s filing, please contact the Company’s 
attorneys, identified above.  For further information regarding this Notice, please contact 
Susan L. Geiser, Hearing Officer, Department of Public Utilities, at 
Susan.Geiser@mass.gov. 
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