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DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC UTILITIES 

 
 

NOTICE OF FILING AND REQUEST FOR COMMENTS 

 
D.P.U. 20-74        August 19, 2020 
 
Petition of NSTAR Electric Company d/b/a Eversource Energy for approval of Supplemental 
Budgets for its 2018 to 2021 Grid Modernization Plan, its Five-Year Battery Energy Storage 
Demonstration Program, and its Five-Year Electric Vehicle Charging Infrastructure Program. 
 

 
On July 1, 2020, NSTAR Electric Company, d/b/a Eversource Energy (“Eversource” 

or “Company”) filed a request with the Department of Public Utilities (“Department”) for:  
(1) a $56.0 million supplemental budget for its 2018 to 2021 Grid Modernization Plan; (2) a 
$3.0 million supplemental budget for its battery energy storage demonstration program; and 
(3) a $10.0 million supplemental budget for its electric vehicle charging infrastructure 
program.  The Department docketed this matter as D.P.U. 20-74. 

 
On May 10, 2018, the Department approved Eversource’s current Grid Modernization 

Plan.  Grid Modernization, D.P.U. 15-120/D.P.U. 15-121/D.P.U. 15-122 (2018).  As part 
of its Grid Modernization Plan, the Department preauthorized investment by the Company in 
specific grid-facing categories, subject to a $133 million budget cap, for a three-year 
investment term from calendar years 2018 through 2020.  D.P.U. 15-120/D.P.U. 15-121/ 
D.P.U. 15-122, at 172.  Additionally, in the Company’s most recent base distribution rate 
proceeding, the Department approved a five-year battery energy storage demonstration 
program and a five-year electric vehicle charging infrastructure program, with budgets of 
$55 million and $45 million, respectively.  NSTAR Electric Company and Western Electric 
Company, D.P.U.17-05, at 470-471, 501-502 (2017).  Pursuant to D.P.U. 15-120/ 
D.P.U. 15-121/D.P.U. 15-122, at 186-187, Eversource recovers the costs associated with its 
battery energy storage demonstration program and electric vehicle charging infrastructure 
program through its grid modernization cost recovery mechanism. 

 
On May 12, 2020, the Department extended the current Grid Modernization Plan 

investment term through calendar year 2021.  Grid Modernization, D.P.U. 15-120-D/ 
D.P.U. 15-121-D/D.P.U. 15-122-D (2020).  To the extent that the Company encounters 
budget constraints on its approved grid modernization projects as a result of the investment 
term extension, the Department determined that the Company may petition the Department 
for an expansion of its grid modernization budget.  D.P.U. 15-120-D/D.P.U. 15-121-D/ 
D.P.U. 15-122-D at n.7.  Further, to the extent that the Company requires additional funds 
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or seeks to expand the Department-approved battery energy storage demonstration program 
or electric vehicle charging infrastructure program, the Department determined that the 
Company may petition the Department for an expansion of the applicable preauthorized 
budget cap and/or program.  D.P.U. 15-120-D/D.P.U. 15-121-D/D.P.U. 15-122-D at 6-7.   
 

In this proceeding, Eversource seeks approval of a supplemental budget for calendar 
year 2021 investments in five preauthorized grid-facing categories (i.e., advanced sensing, 
automated feeder reconfiguration, urban underground automation, distribution network 
system operation, and communications).  In the advanced sensing, automated feeder 
reconfiguration, urban underground automation, and distribution network system operation 
categories, the Company proposes additional investments in technologies it previously 
deployed as part of its approved Grid Modernization Plan.  In addition, in the advanced 
sensing and distribution network system operations categories, the Company proposes new 
grid-facing investments in technologies that it has not previously deployed to date as part of 
its approved Grid Modernization Plan. 

 
For its battery energy storage demonstration program, the Company requests a 

supplemental budget for 2021 to assess the technical and economic feasibility of new storage 
solutions.  Finally, for its electric vehicle charging infrastructure program, the Company 
requests a supplemental budget for 2021 to install electrical equipment and components 
necessary to connect electric vehicle chargers to its distribution system.   

 
The Department will accept written comments on the Company’s petition.  Any 

person interested in commenting on this matter may submit written comments no later than 
the close of business (5:00 p.m.) on Friday, September 11, 2020. 

In addition, any intervenor, limited intervenor, or limited participant from NSTAR 
Electric Company, D.P.U. 15-122, or NSTAR Electric Company and Western Massachusetts 
Electric Company, D.P.U. 17-05, who desires to participate in the evidentiary phase of this 
proceeding must file written notice of its intent to participate with the Department not later 
than the close of business (5:00 p.m.) on Friday, September 11, 2020.  Participation by 
limited intervenors and limited participants in the evidentiary phase of this proceeding will be 
allowed to the extent permitted in D.P.U. 15-122 and/or D.P.U. 17-05.   

On March 10, 2020, Governor Baker issued a State of Emergency related to 
COVID-19 for the entire Commonwealth.  Ordinarily, all parties would follow Sections B.1 
and B.4 of the Department’s Standard Ground Rules regarding the filing of documents 
(Electronic Filing Guidelines, D.P.U. 15-184-A, App. 1 (March 4, 2020)); however, at this 
time, all filings will be submitted only in electronic format in recognition of the difficulty that 
parties and the Department may have filing and receiving original copies.  To the extent a 
person or entity wishes to submit written comments in accordance with this Notice, electronic 
submission, as detailed below, is sufficient.  Until further notice, parties must retain the 
original paper version of all other filings and the Department will later determine when the 
paper version must be filed with the Department Secretary. 
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All written comments or petitions to intervene must be submitted to the Department in 
.pdf format by email attachment to peter.ray@mass.gov, Tina.Chin@mass.gov, and 
Sarah.Spruce@mass.gov and to the Company’s attorney at dwinter@keeganwerlin.com.  The 
text of the email must specify:  (1) the docket number of the proceeding (D.P.U. 20-74); 
(2) the name of the person or company submitting the filing; (3) a brief descriptive title of 
the document; and (4) the name, title, email address, and telephone number of a person to 
contact in the event of questions about the filing.  Importantly, all large files submitted must 
be broken down into electronic files that do not exceed 20 MB. 

The Compact’s filing and all related documents submitted to the Department or issued 
by the Department will be available on the Department’s website as soon as is practicable at 
https://eeaonline.eea.state.ma.us/DPU/Fileroom/dockets/bynumber (enter “20-74”).  A paper 
copy of the filing will not be available for public viewing at the Compact’s offices or the 
Department due to the State of Emergency.  To request materials in accessible formats 
(Braille, large print, electronic files, audio format) for people with disabilities, contact the 
Department’s ADA coordinator at DPUADACoordinator@state.ma.us. 

Any person desiring further information regarding the Company’s filing or a paper 
copy of the filing should contact counsel for the Company, Danielle Winter, Esq., of Keegan 
Werlin LLP, at dwinter@keeganwerlin.com, or (617) 951-1400.  For further information 
regarding this notice, please contact Tina W. Chin and Sarah Spruce, Hearing Officers, 
Department of Public Utilities, at Tina.Chin@mass.gov, and Sarah.Spruce@mass.gov. 
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