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NOTICE OF FILING AND REQUEST FOR COMMENT 
 
D.P.U. 20-29         March 6, 2020 
 
Petition of NSTAR Electric Company d/b/a Eversource Energy for review by the Department 
of Public Utilities of its annual storm reserve adjustment factor filing pursuant to its storm 
reserve adjustment mechanism tariff, M.D.P.U. No. 65C. 

 
On December 2, 2019, NSTAR Electric Company d/b/a Eversource Energy 

(“NSTAR Electric” or “Company”) filed for review by the Department of Public Utilities 
(“Department”) its annual storm reserve adjustment factor (“SRAF”) filing.  In its filing, the 
Company submits its 2018 to 2019 storm fund qualifying event cost report and documentation 
of its storm preparation and response costs associated with three storm events, Winter Storm 
Toby, Winter Storm Harper, and Winter Storm Indra (collectively, “2018-2019 Storm 
Events”).  This filing was made pursuant to NSTAR Electric Company and Western 
Massachusetts Electric Company, D.P.U. 17-05 (2017), and the Company’s storm reserve 
adjustment mechanism (“SRAM”) tariff, M.D.P.U. No. 65C.  The Department docketed this 
matter as D.P.U. 20-29. 

 
In D.P.U. 17-05, at 545-563, the Department approved a consolidated storm reserve 

fund (“storm reserve fund”) to encompass NSTAR Electric’s eastern and western service 
territories and a storm cost recovery mechanism by which the Company may recover through 
the storm reserve fund incremental operations and maintenance (“O&M”) costs that meet 
certain eligibility criteria.  Specifically, the Department established a $1.2 million per storm 
eligibility threshold that allows the Company to recover through the storm reserve fund 
incremental O&M costs that exceed the $1.2 million threshold for a single event.  
D.P.U. 17-05, at 547-549.  Any incremental O&M expenses that fall below the $1.2 million 
threshold are not eligible for recovery through the storm reserve fund.  Further, any single 
storm event that exceeds $30 million in incremental O&M costs are ineligible for recovery 
through the storm reserve fund.  D.P.U. 17-05, at 554-555.   

 
Additionally, the Department established a symmetrical $30 million cap on the storm 

reserve fund.  D.P.U. 17-05, at 554-555.  In the event the storm reserve fund is in surplus 
or deficit of $30 million, NSTAR Electric may implement a rate change through the SRAM 
to adjust its storm reserve fund for storm costs incurred after February 1, 2018 that are in 
excess of the annual $10 million amount of reserve funding amortized in base distribution 
rates and to recover or refund through the SRAF the storm costs in excess of the allowable 
balance in the consolidated storm fund.  D.P.U. 17-05, at 554-555; M.D.P.U. No. 65C.  
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Finally, to be eligible for recovery through the storm reserve fund, the Department requires 
incremental storm-related O&M costs to be prudently incurred.  Fitchburg Gas and Electric 

Light Company, D.P.U. 11-01/11-02, at 50, 56 (2011).  
 
In the present SRAF filing, the Company seeks to recover through the storm reserve 

fund $4,749,354 in storm response costs associated with the 2018-2019 Storm Events.  
Because the storm reserve fund has not reached the $30 million cap, the Company does not 
seek an adjustment to the SRAF.   

 
Additionally, NSTAR Electric submitted a Motion for Adoption of Storm Cost 

Review Schedule (“Motion”).  Specifically, the Company asks the Department to adopt a 
storm cost review process whereby (1) the Company would submit, consistent with 
D.P.U. 17-05, a petition for storm cost recovery that will include complete and final 
documentation and supporting testimony, (2)  the Department and other stakeholders will be 
required to affirmatively request review of the costs addressed in the filing at the time of the 
filing, (3) if no affirmative request for review is made, the Department’s prudency review for 
storm reserve fund-eligible events would be delayed until the Company’s next base 
distribution rate proceeding, and (4) if the storm reserve fund falls into a deficit position, the 
Company would file for an adjustment to the SRAM to replenish the fund with the associated 
cost review to take place at the time of the SRAM adjustment is requested, or delayed until 
the Company’s next base distribution rate proceeding.  The Company states that the proposed 
delay in a prudence review would not limit or alter the Department’s authority or stakeholder 
opportunity to review costs thoroughly.  The Company further requests that the Department 
apply its proposed storm cost review process to the 2018-2019 Storm Events and delay the 
prudence review of the costs associated with the 2018-2019 Storm Event until the Company’s 
next base distribution rate proceeding.   

 
A copy of NSTAR Electric’s filing is available for inspection during regular business 

hours at the following locations:  (1) the Company’s offices, 247 Station Avenue, Westwood, 
Massachusetts 02090; and (2) the Department’s offices, One South Station, 5th Floor, Boston, 
Massachusetts 02110.  Documents on the Department’s website may be accessed in the file 
room at http://web1.env.state.ma.us/DPU/FileRoom/dockets/bynumber (enter “20-29”).   

 
Any person interested in commenting on the Company’s filing or Motion may submit 

written comments no later than the close of business (5:00 p.m.) on Monday, March 30, 
2020.  Written documents must be filed with Mark D. Marini, Secretary, Department of 
Public Utilities, One South Station, 5th Floor, Boston, Massachusetts 02110.  Receipt by the 
Department, not mailing, constitutes filing.  In addition, one copy of all materials filed with 
the Department should be sent to each of the following:  (1) Tina W. Chin, Hearing Officer, 
Department of Public Utilities, One South Station, 5th Floor, Boston, Massachusetts 02110; 
and (2) Danielle C. Winter, Esq., Keegan Werlin LLP, 99 High Street, Suite 2900, Boston, 
Massachusetts 02110 (counsel for Company). 

http://web1.env.state.ma.us/DPU/FileRoom/dockets/bynumber
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All documents also must be submitted to the Department in electronic format using 
one of the following methods:  (1) by e-mail attachment to dpu.efiling@ mass.gov and the 
Hearing Officer, Tina.Chin@mass.gov; or (2) on a CD-ROM.  The text of the e-mail or 
CD-ROM must specify (1) the docket number of the proceeding (D.P.U. 20-29), (2) the 
name of the person or company submitting the filing, and (3) a brief descriptive title of the 
document.  The electronic filing should also include the name, title, and telephone number of 
a person to contact in the event of questions about the filing.  All documents submitted in 
electronic format will be posted on the Department’s website:  http://www.mass.gov/dpu. 

 
Any person desiring further information regarding Eversource’s petition should 

contact the Company’s counsel, Danielle C. Winter, Esq. at (617) 951-1400.  Any person 
desiring further information regarding this notice should contact Tina W. Chin, Hearing 
Officer, Department of Public Utilities, at (617) 305-3500. 
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