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NOTICE OF FILING, PUBLIC HEARING, AND PROCEDURAL CONFERENCE 
 
D.P.U. 19-128        January 13, 2020 
 
Petition of NSTAR Electric Company d/b/a Eversource Energy for approval by the 
Department of Public Utilities of its annual Storm Cost Recovery Adjustment Factor  
for effect January 1, 2020.  
 

 
On November 15, 2019, NSTAR Electric Company d/b/a Eversource Energy 

(“NSTAR Electric” or “Company”) filed a petition with the Department of Public Utilities 
(“Department”) seeking approval of the Company’s Storm Cost Recovery Adjustment Factors 
(“SCRAF”) for effect January 1, 2020.  This filing was made pursuant to NSTAR Electric 
Company and Western Massachusetts Electric Company, D.P.U. 17-05 (2017), and the 
Company’s SCRAF tariffs, M.D.P.U. No. 63D and M.D.P.U. No. 64C.  The Department 
docketed this matter as D.P.U. 19-128. 
 

NSTAR Electric’s SCRAF tariffs provide a mechanism to adjust rates to allow for the 
annual recovery of incremental storm-related operations and maintenance expenses associated 
with storm preparation and restoration in major storm events that exceed established 
thresholds.  In its filing, NSTAR Electric presents three components of its SCRAF rate 
calculations.   

 
The first component of the Company’s SCRAF rate calculations consists of the rate 

calculations for storms occurring prior to February 1, 2018 in its Eastern Massachusetts 
service territory (“EMA”).  For the EMA rate calculations, the Company proposed to begin 
recovery on January 1, 2020 of approximately $100.2 million associated with 17 storm 
events, plus carrying charges, occurring from 2012 through January 30, 2018 over a three-
year period (i.e., approximately $33 million per year).  The costs associated with the 
17 storm events are the subject of ongoing investigations in NSTAR Electric Company, 
D.P.U. 16-74; NSTAR Electric Company, D.P.U. 17-51; and NSTAR Electric Company, 
D.P.U. 18-125.  In addition, the Company presents its storm cost reconciliation pursuant to 
Northeast Utilities/NSTAR Merger, D.P.U. 10-170 (2012), for costs associated with 
two 2011 storm events which the Department approved for recovery in NSTAR Electric 
Company, D.P.U. 13-52 (2013).  Further, the Company states that consistent with the 
Department’s allocations in D.P.U. 17-05, at 601, it included $5.9 million for recovery 
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through the EMA rate calculations that are associated with unrecovered storm costs from 
Verizon New England, Inc. (“Verizon”).   

 
The second component of the Company’s SCRAF rate calculations consists of the rate 

calculations for storms occurring prior to February 1, 2018 in its Western Massachusetts 
service territory (“WMA”).  For the WMA rate calculations, the Company proposes to 
refund beginning on January 1, 2020 an over-recovery of $352,416.  Further, the Company 
states that adjustments consistent with the Department’s orders in Western Massachusetts 
Electric Company, D.P.U. 15-149 (2018) and Western Massachusetts Electric Company, 
D.P.U. 17-162 (April 8, 2019) were made which reduced the Company’s storm cost 
recovery by $127,565.  Last, the Company states that consistent with the Department’s 
allocations in D.P.U. 17-05, at 601, it included $825,586 for recovery through the WMA 
rate calculations, that are associated with unrecovered storm costs from Verizon.   

 
The final component of the Company’s SCRAF rate calculations consists of the rate 

calculations for storms occurring in March 2018 in its consolidated Massachusetts service 
territory (“Consolidated MA”).  For the Consolidated MA rate calculations, NSTAR Electric 
proposes to begin recovery on January 1, 2020 of approximately $83.4 million in costs, 
including carrying charges, associated with an exogenous storm event referred to as the 
March 2018 Nor’easter, over a four-year period (i.e., approximately $21 million per year).  
The Department allowed NSTAR Electric to recover the costs associated with the 
March 2018 Nor’easter through the SCRAF as a single exogenous storm event, subject to 
reconciliation after a prudence review of these costs in D.P.U. 18-125.  NSTAR Electric 
Company, D.P.U. 18-101 (December 27, 2018); NSTAR Electric Company, D.P.U. 18-125 
(December 31, 2018).  Additionally, the Company presents in the instant proceeding its 
storm cost reconciliation for the March 2018 Nor’easter.   

 
On December 24, 2019, the Department approved the Company’s SCRAF filing, 

subject to further investigation and reconciliation.  NSTAR Electric Company, 
D.P.U. 19-128 (December 24, 2019).  In this phase of the proceeding, the Department will 
investigate whether the SCRAFs currently in effect includes only those costs that are allowed 
pursuant to the SCRAF tariffs, and the Department’s decisions referenced above. 

The Attorney General of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts (“Attorney General”) 
filed a notice to intervene in this matter pursuant to G.L. c. 12, § 11E(a).   

The Department will conduct a public hearing to receive comments on the Company’s 
petition on Thursday, February 27, 2020, at 2:00 p.m., at the Department’s offices, One 
South Station, 5th Floor, Boston, Massachusetts 02110.  A procedural conference will 
immediately follow the public hearing.  Any person who desires to comment may do so at 
the time and place noted above or submit written comments to the Department not later than 
the close of business (5:00 p.m.) on Thursday, February 27, 2020. 

Any person interested in participating in the evidentiary phase of this proceeding must 
file a written petition for leave to intervene with the Department no later than the close of 
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business on Monday, February 24, 2020.  A petition for leave to intervene must satisfy the 
timing and substantive requirements of 220 CMR 1.03.  Receipt by the Department, not 
mailing, constitutes filing and determines whether a petition has been timely filed.  A petition 
filed late may be disallowed as untimely, unless good cause is shown for waiver under 
220 CMR 1.01(4).  To be allowed, a petition under 220 CMR 1.03(1) must satisfy the 
standing requirements of G.L. c. 30A, § 10.  

An original and one (1) copy of written comments or petitions for leave to intervene 
in the proceeding must be filed with Mark D. Marini, Secretary, Department of Public 
Utilities, One South Station, 5th Floor, Boston, Massachusetts 02110.  Receipt by the 
Department, not mailing, constitutes filing.  In addition, one copy of all materials filed with 
the Department should be sent to each of the following:  (1) Tina W. Chin, Hearing Officer, 
Department of Public Utilities, One South Station, 5th Floor, Boston, Massachusetts 02110; 
and (2) Danielle C. Winter, Esq. and Kerri A. Mahoney, Esq., Keegan Werlin LLP, 
99 High Street, Suite 2900, Boston, Massachusetts 02110 (counsel for Company).  

 
All documents also must be submitted to the Department in electronic format using 

one of the following methods:  (1) by e-mail attachment to dpu.efiling@ mass.gov and the 
Hearing Officer, Tina.Chin@mass.gov; or (2) on a CD-ROM.  The text of the e-mail or 
CD-ROM must specify:  (1) the docket number of the proceeding (D.P.U. 19-128); (2) the 
name of the person or company submitting the filing; and (3) a brief descriptive title of the 
document.  The electronic filing should also include the name, title, and telephone number of 
a person to contact in the event of questions about the filing.  All documents submitted in 
electronic format will be posted on the Department’s website:  http://www.mass.gov/dpu. 

 
A copy of NSTAR Electric’s filing is available for inspection during regular business 

hours at the Department’s offices.  The filing is also available on the Department’s website, 
http://web1.env.state.ma.us/DPU/FileRoom/dockets/bynumber (enter “19-128”).  For further 
information regarding NSTAR Electric’s petition, please contact the Company’s counsel, 
Danielle C. Winter, Esq. and Kerri A. Mahoney, Esq. at (617) 951-1400.   

 
Reasonable accommodations at public or evidentiary hearings for people with 

disabilities are available upon request.  Include a description of the needed accommodation 
with as much detail as you can.  Also include a way the Department can contact you if we 
need more information.  Please provide as much advance notice as possible.  Last minute 
requests will be accepted but may not be able to be accommodated.  Contact the 
Department’s ADA Coordinator at DPUADACoordinator@mass.gov or (617) 305-3500.  

 
Any person desiring further information regarding this notice should contact Tina W. 

Chin, Hearing Officer, Department of Public Utilities, at (617) 305-3500. 
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