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Petition of NSTAR Electric Company, d/b/a Eversource Energy for approval by the 
Department of Public Utilities of its Fourth Annual Performance Based Ratemaking 
Adjustment, for effect January 1, 2022.  
 

 
On September 15, 2021, NSTAR Electric Company, d/b/a Eversource Energy 

(“Eversource” or “Company”) filed a petition with the Department of Public Utilities 
(“Department”) seeking approval of its fourth annual performance-based ratemaking (“PBR”) 
adjustment, for effect January 1, 2022.  The PBR mechanism allows Eversource to adjust its 
distribution rates annually through the application of a revenue-cap formula that accounts for, 
among other factors, inflation and certain events that have a significant impact on the 
Company’s revenue requirement (i.e., exogenous events).  The Department approved the 
Company’s PBR mechanism, for a five-year term, in NSTAR Electric Company, 
D.P.U. 17-05, at 370-414 (2017).  The Department approved the Company’s previous three 
annual PBR adjustments in NSTAR Electric Company, D.P.U. 18-101 (2018); NSTAR 
Electric Company, D.P.U. 19-115 (2019); and NSTAR Electric Company, D.P.U. 20-96 
(2020), respectively.  The Department docketed the instant matter as D.P.U. 21-106.   

 
The Company proposes to implement a total PBR adjustment of $56,534,312 for 

effect January 1, 2022.  Using the revenue-cap formula approved in D.P.U. 17-05, the 
Company calculates a proposed base distribution revenue requirement increase of 
$44,721,786.  In addition, beginning in distribution rates for effect on January 1, 2022, 
Eversource proposes to recover $11,812,526 in additional property taxes associated with what 
the Company maintains is an exogenous event that results from a change in the valuation 
method used by certain cities and towns to assess utility property.  To collect the total PBR 
adjustment, the Company proposes certain rate design adjustments to residential, general 
service, and street lighting rates, as explained in the filing.  The Company also proposes 
tariff changes to:  (1) the revenue decoupling adjustment mechanism, proposed M.D.P.U. 
No. 60G, to reflect the proposed base distribution revenue targets for calendar year 2022; 
(2) Street and Security Lighting, proposed M.D.P.U. No. 44F, to reflect the proposed 
streetlight rates; and (3) the PBR adjustment tariff, proposed M.D.P.U. No 59D, to reflect 
proposed modifications to the reconciliation of exogenous costs.     
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Finally, Eversource’s filing references its “2020 Annual Performance Report” on the 
Company’s proposed PBR metrics.  The Department currently is investigating the Company’s 
proposed PBR metrics in NSTAR Electric Company, D.P.U. 18-50 and, therefore, will not 
address the 2020 Annual Performance Report (or any issues relative to performance metrics) 
as part of its investigation of Eversource’s proposed PBR adjustment in D.P.U. 21-106. 
 

If the Company’s request is approved, Eversource states that customers can expect the 
bill impacts outlined below.   
 
Residential Bill Impacts: 
 

• A residential non-heating customer using an average of 516 kilowatt-hours (“kWh”) 
of electricity per month can expect the following monthly bill increases:  (1) $1.75 
(1.4 percent) in Eversource’s Eastern Massachusetts service area; and (2) $1.75 
(1.5 percent) in Eversource’s Western Massachusetts service area. 

• A low-income residential non-heating customer using an average of 488 kWh of 
electricity per month can expect the following monthly bill increases:  (1) $1.06 
(1.4 percent) in Eversource’s Eastern Massachusetts service area; and (2) $1.06 
(1.5 percent) in Eversource’s Western Massachusetts service area.  

• A residential heating customer using an average of 740 kWh of electricity per month 
can expect the following monthly bill increases:  (1) $2.09 (1.2 percent) in 
Eversource’s Eastern Massachusetts service area; and (2) $2.08 (1.3 percent) in 
Eversource’s Western Massachusetts service area. 

• A low-income residential heating customer using an average of 874 kWh of electricity 
per month can expect the following monthly bill increases:  (1) $1.58 (1.3 percent) in 
Eversource’s Eastern Massachusetts service area; and (2) $1.58 (1.4 percent) in 
Eversource’s Western Massachusetts service area. 

• Any residential customer may contact the Company, as indicated below, for specific 
bill impacts. 

Commercial and Industrial Bill Impacts: 
 

• Commercial and industrial customers in Eversource’s Eastern Massachusetts service 
area can expect a monthly bill impact ranging from no increase to an increase of 
2.0 percent, on average, depending on their rate class and usage.   

• Commercial and industrial customers in Eversource’s Western Massachusetts service 
area can expect a monthly bill impact ranging from an increase of 0.1 percent to an 
increase of 1.6 percent, on average, depending on their rate class and usage. 
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• Any commercial and industrial customer may contact the Company, as indicated 
below, for specific bill impacts. 

The Attorney General of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts has filed a notice of 
intervention in this matter pursuant to G.L. c. 12, § 11E. 

 
Any person interested in commenting on the Company’s filing may submit written 

comments to the Department no later than the close of business (5:00 p.m.) on 
November 22, 2021.  To the extent a person or entity wishes to submit comments in 
accordance with this Revised Notice, electronic submission, as detailed below, is sufficient.       

 
Any person who desires to participate in the evidentiary phase of this proceeding must 

file a written petition for leave to intervene with the Department not later than the close of 
business (5:00 p.m.) on November 19, 2021.  A petition for leave to intervene must satisfy 
the timing and substantive requirements of 220 CMR 1.03.  Receipt by the Department 
constitutes filing and determines whether a petition has been timely filed.  A petition filed 
late may be disallowed as untimely, unless good cause is shown for waiver under 220 CMR 
1.01(4).  To be allowed, a petition under 220 CMR 1.03(1) must satisfy the standing 
requirements of G.L. c. 30A § 10.  All responses to petitions to intervene must be filed by 
the close of business (5:00 p.m.) on the second business day after the petition to intervene 
was filed. 

 
Ordinarily, all parties would follow Sections B.1 and B.4 of the Department’s 

Standard Ground Rules (D.P.U. 15-184-A, App. 1 (March 4, 2020)) regarding the filing of 
documents.  However, at this time, all filings will be submitted to the Department only in 
electronic format, consistent with the Department’s June 15, 2021, Memorandum addressing 
continued modified filing requirements.  Until further notice, parties must retain the original 
paper version of the filing and the Department will later determine when the paper version 
must be filed with the Department Secretary. 

All comments or petitions to intervene must be submitted to the Department in .pdf 
format by e-mail attachment to dpu.efiling@mass.gov and marc.tassone@mass.gov.  In 
addition, all comments or petitions to intervene should be submitted to the Company’s 
attorney, Danielle C. Winter, by email attachment to dwinter@keeganwerlin.com.  The text 
of the e-mail must specify:  (1) the docket number of the proceeding (D.P.U. 21-106); 
(2) the name of the person or company submitting the filing; and (3) a brief descriptive title 
of the document.  The electronic file name should identify the document but should not 
exceed 50 characters in length.  Importantly, all large files submitted must be broken down 
into electronic files that do not exceed 20 MB.   

Due to certain ongoing safety measures and precautions as a result of the COVID-19 
pandemic, a paper copy of the filing will not be available for public viewing at the 
Company’s offices or at the Department.  The filing and other documents submitted in 
electronic format will be available on the Department’s website, as soon as is practicable, 
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through our online File Room (enter “21-106”) at:  
https://eeaonline.eea.state.ma.us/DPU/Fileroom/dockets/bynumber.   

To request materials in accessible formats for people with disabilities (Braille, large 
print, electronic files, audio format), contact the Department’s ADA coordinator at 
DPUADACoordinator@mass.gov.   

For further information regarding the Company’s filing, please contact the Company’s 
attorney, Danielle C. Winter, Esq., Keegan Werlin, LLP at dwinter@keeganwerlin.com.  
For further information regarding this Revised Notice, please contact Marc J. Tassone, 
Hearing Officer, Department of Public Utilities, at marc.tassone@mass.gov.   
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