Thanks for your support
as we improve system
safety and reliability.
Tree limbs and branches are the
leading cause of power outages.
Improved electric system
safety and reliability are the result
of a strong vegetation management
program. We appreciate the
cooperation of all of our customers
as we work within the rights-of-way.
Keeping rights-of-way free of incompatible vegetation is vital to public
and employee safety, and ensures a reliable electric system for everyone.
That’s why inspecting and maintaining these rights-of-way is a critical
part of what we do.
The majority of the rights-of-way used for our electric system were
established through the purchase of easement rights by Eversource
from owners of the underlying property. While Eversource has
rights to operate and maintain the electric system through these
easements, the underlying property is still owned by private
parties. Their rights to use the property continue, subject to
Eversource’s easement limitations.

Improving
Electric System
Resilience

For more information
If you would like to know more
about our vegetation management
resiliency improvements for electric
rights-of-way, call Eversource in

Vegetation Management
on our Rights-of-Way

New Hampshire: 800-662-7764
Delivering reliable energy to our customers
is the keystone of our service commitment.
To keep the power flowing and to ensure
safe system operation, Eversource regularly
removes incompatible tall-growing trees
and shrubs within these rights-of-way that
may interfere with the safe and reliable
operation of the electric lines.

Connecticut: 800-286-2000
Eastern Massachusetts: 800-592-2000
Western Massachusetts: 877-659-6326
or visit Eversource.com.

This brochure is paid for by Eversource customers.
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Eversource’s integrated approach includes cutting, pruning, and, in some cases, the selective use
of approved herbicides in the electric corridors. These methods restrict incompatible species from
becoming established in the rights-of-way. The shrub/meadow areas provide space, sunlight and
nutrients for appropriate plants that also offer food and shelter for pollinators, birds and animals.

Eversource’s approach for
safe and reliable electric power:

• Clear trees and other vegetation that may 		
potentially interfere with the operation of our 		
substations, towers, poles and wires.

What customers can expect to see:

• Remove all tall-growing tree species from within
the limits of the easement in the rights-of-way.

• Customers may notice expanded areas of
tree-clearing between the electric poles
and the edge of the right-of-way.

• Make the corridor a sustainable, diverse habitat,
with grasses, shrubs and low-growing trees
that can safely coexist with electric lines.

• Removal of trees from the rights-of-way will
result in a temporary impact in the areas after
work is completed and the area is cleared of
incompatible trees.

Why tree clearing is important:

• To protect the electric system, we remove 		

• After trees are cleared, the goal is to actively

tall-growing tree species in an expanded area of
the rights-of-way. These trees pose a serious safety
hazard if they contact energized equipment.

manage these areas to create a low growing plant
environment that benefits a large range of wildlife.

• Vegetation contact with electric facilities may

regulatory commissions that
mandate vegetation 		
management and the 		
degree to which 		
pruning or clearing
is performed.

One Zone
Maintenance

EDGE OF RIGHT-OF-WAY

• In many cases, there are state

How we maintain our rights-of-way:
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Entire width of right-of-way
Entire width of right-of-way is
is maintained as a wire zone.
maintained as a wire zone.

EDGE OF RIGHT-OF-WAY

lead to power outages that could impact thousands
of electric customers. The clearing of trees in the
rights-of-way will improve system performance,
especially during severe weather.

Defining clearance zones as a way of managing
vegetation has been successfully used on
Eversource’s rights-of-way and is recognized as
an industry best practice. The Wire Zone is the
area under the distribution wires and the areas
extending outward to the edge of the maintained
area. (See diagram.)
Eversource will remove trees that may grow tall
enough to contact the energized lines if they were
to fall. Tall-growing trees are removed, while lower
growing trees, shrubs and plants are preserved.
We may identify trees that we determine to be
at risk of falling or growing into our energized
equipment that are outside of our easement
area. In these situations, the landowner would be
contacted for permission prior to us performing
work on those trees.

