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Thank you for your commitment to Safety First and Always

Key Safety Contacts: CONN.: Zeke Dumas  413-834-5289   I  MASS.: Jon Duffy  339-987-7007 
GAS: Janet Evans  860-558-5075   I   N.H.: Chris Stock  603-930-4548

Weather Forecast for 5/11/20:  Scattered thunderstorms with temperatures in the low 60s across most of the 
Eversource service territory.

Key Safety Message: Controlling Exposure to Hazards is Key
Controlling exposure to occupational hazards is fundamental in protecting the health and safety of 
employees. Although using personal protective equipment (PPE) is the first line of defense, a combination 
of controls works best.
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COVID-19 Safety Briefing
May 11,  2020

Limiting Exposure to the  
Newest Occupational Hazard - COVID-19

REMINDER: If you are not feeling well or a member of your household is sick, call your supervisor. 
After you’ve called your supervisor, call HRConnect at 800-841-8684.

• Elimination — Remove the virus from 
forming at its source.

• Substitution — Use vaccines or other 
drugs that limit the impact of the virus.

• Engineering — Install ventilation systems, 
plastic partitions and other systems to 
separate people from the virus. 

• Administrative — Practice constant 
hand cleaning and social distancing; work 
remotely and limit personal gathering sizes.

• PPE — Use face coverings, masks, face 
shields and gloves.

The National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH), a federal agency responsible 
for conducting research and making recommendations for the prevention of work-related injury 
and illness, developed a “Hierarchy of Controls” to help control and prevent employee exposure 
to occupational hazards. The aim is to determine a hierarchy flow of least effective methods to 
most effective control methods.

While PPE may provide the comfort of feeling protected from the virus, employees should not 
lessen their focus on other controls. The most optimal approach is to use a combination from the 
hierarchy of controls. 

NEW COVID-19 SAFETY BRIEFING SCHEDULE: Briefings will now be distributed on Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday until further notice. 

Applying the Hierarchy of Controls to the COVID-19 Coronavirus

NIOSH HIERARCHY OF CONTROLS


