
Safety First and Always

 Safety Brief – April 7, 2020

How to Clean Face Coverings and Masks
While the most important way to slow the spread of the coronavirus is social distancing, face coverings  
and masks can be used as an additional, voluntary public health measure. As with any other surface we 
touch, face coverings and masks must be cleaned and maintained regularly.

Reminder: If you are not feeling well or a member of your household is sick, call your supervisor. After 
you’ve called your supervisor, call HRConnect at 800-841-8684.

CLOTH FACE COVERINGS 
(bandanas, face tubes, 
neck gaiters, etc.)

Place the coverings in a 
bag or bin until they can 
be machine-washed with 
detergent and hot water or 
hand-washed with hot, soapy 
water. Be sure to replace any 
cloth face coverings that no 
longer cover your nose and 
mouth; have stretched-out 
or damaged straps; can’t stay 
on your face; or have holes or 
tears in the fabric.

OTHER MASKS 
(surgical, medical)

Surgical or medical masks must 
be changed when they become 
wet with saliva or other bodily 
fluids, because they lose their 
protective properties. Don’t 
wash or disinfect surgical 
masks. Never share surgical 
masks with others. Inspect the 
mask before using, and if there 
are concerns (such as degraded 
materials or visible tears), 
discard the product.

KN95 RESPIRATORS

Discard KN95 respirators following close 
contact with a person confirmed to 
have COVID-19. Disposable respirators 
should be discarded when no longer in 
the original working condition; you don’t 
need to throw them out at the end of every 
task. Between uses, hang used respirators 
in a designated storage area or keep them 
in a clean, breathable container such as a 
paper bag. To minimize potential cross-
contamination, store respirators so that 
they do not touch each other. Label them 
with the user’s name. Regularly clean or 
dispose of storage containers.
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Thank you for your commitment to Safety First and Always

Key Safety Contacts: Conn.: Zeke Dumas, 413-834-5289IMass.: Jon Duffy, 339-987-7007 
Gas: Janet Evans, 860-558-5075 IN.H.: Chris Stock, 603-930-4548

Weather Forecast for 4/7/20: Partly cloudy with temperatures in the low 60s across most of the Eversource 
service territory.

Key Safety Message: Make Sure to Clean Face Coverings and Masks
Face coverings and masks are now recommended by the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) to help control 
the spread of COVID-19. This is especially important where 6-foot social distancing is hard to maintain. The 
information below includes tips for cleaning the face coverings and masks that will help everyone stay safe.      
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Tips for Using Masks: Be careful not to touch your eyes, nose, and mouth when removing your face covering,  
and wash hands or use hand sanitizer immediately before and after removing. Wearing a mask but still touching  
your face with unwashed hands can also lead to infection. Touching a mask to make adjustments can promote  
cross-contamination. Avoid touching the inside of any mask.


