
 

 

 
 

 

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 

 —— 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC UTILITIES 

 
 

NOTICE OF FILING, PUBLIC HEARING, AND PROCEDURAL CONFERENCE 

D.P.U. 19-61 May 31, 2019 

Petition of NSTAR Gas Company d/b/a Eversource Energy for approval of the Demand 

Charge, effective November 1, 2019, developed pursuant to the Gas Service Agreement 

between NSTAR Gas Company d/b/a Eversource Energy and Hopkinton LNG Corporation. 

____________________________________________________________________________  

On May 10, 2019, NSTAR Gas Company d/b/a Eversource Energy (“NSTAR Gas” or 

“Company”) filed a petition with the Department of Public Utilities (“Department”) for 

approval of a Demand Charge, for effect November 1, 2019.  This filing was made pursuant to 

a gas service agreement (“GSA”) between NSTAR Gas and Hopkinton LNG Corporation 

(“HOPCO”), as approved in NSTAR Gas Company, D.P.U. 14-64 (2015) and amended in 

NSTAR Gas Company, D.P.U. 14-150 (2015).  The GSA allows NSTAR Gas to purchase 

liquefied natural gas (“LNG”) services from HOPCO, including storage, liquefaction, and 

vaporization for a 30-year term which began January 1, 2016.  D.P.U. 14-64, at 9.  Pursuant 

to the GSA, the Demand Charge recovers from NSTAR Gas, through a fixed charge:  

(1) certain operations and maintenance costs associated with operating the HOPCO facilities; 

and (2) the revenue requirement associated with planned capital investments at the HOPCO 

facilities, including a return on the capital investment, depreciation and amortization, and 

taxes.  D.P.U. 14-64, at 10-11.  The Demand Charge also recovers administrative and general 

expenses (e.g., property taxes, rent, and insurance).  D.P.U. 14-64, at 10, n.10.  The 

Department docketed this matter as D.P.U. 19-61.  The Attorney General of the 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts (“Attorney General”) filed a notice to intervene in this matter 

pursuant to G.L. c. 12, §§ 10 and 11E(a). 

Under the GSA, the Demand Charge will be updated annually, effective November 1st, 

for the first five years of the GSA, and thereafter on an every five year basis.  D.P.U. 14-64, 

at 10-12.  The Department most recently allowed NSTAR Gas’s proposed 2018 Demand 

Charge effective November 1, 2018.  NSTAR Gas Company, D.P.U. 18-56 (2018).   

NSTAR Gas proposes a Demand Charge of $10,503,358, effective November 1, 2019, 

based on 2018 capital additions and related expenses as of December 31, 2018.  The proposed 

Demand Charge is an increase of $981,480, from the currently effective Demand Charge of 

$9,521,878.  The Demand Charge is paid by NSTAR Gas to HOPCO, pursuant to the GSA.  

If approved, the proposed Demand Charge would then be recovered from NSTAR Gas 

customers through the Cost of Gas Adjustment Clause (“CGAC”) rate adjustment, effective 
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November 1, 2019.  D.P.U. 14-64, at 12.  In mid-September the Company is expected to file 

its proposed CGAC rate adjustment, including the rate adjustment associated with the increased 

Demand Charge, for Department approval.  The Company’s CGAC filing will include bill 

impacts for the total rate change proposed for effect November 1, 2019, including the increase 

in the rate associated with the Demand Charge. 

The Department will conduct a public hearing to receive comments on the Company’s 

petition on Tuesday, July 9, 2019, at 2:00 p.m. immediately followed by a procedural 

conference, at the Department’s offices, One South Station, 5th Floor, Boston, Massachusetts 

02110.  Any person who desires to comment may do so at the public hearing or submit written 

comments no later than the close of business (5:00 p.m.) on July 9, 2019. 

Any person who desires to participate in the evidentiary phase of this proceeding must 

file a written petition for leave to intervene or to participate in the proceeding no later than the 

close of business (5:00 p.m.) on Friday, July 5, 2019.  A petition filed late may be disallowed 

as untimely, unless good cause is shown for waiver under 220 CMR 1.01(4).  To be allowed, a 

petition under 220 CMR 1.03(1) must satisfy the standing requirements of G.L. c. 30A, § 10. 

One original and one copy of all written documents must be filed with Mark D. Marini, 

Secretary, Department of Public Utilities, One South Station, 5th Floor, Boston, Massachusetts 

02110.  In addition, one copy of all written documents should be sent to each of the following:  

(1) Katie Zilgme, Hearing Officer, Department of Public Utilities, One South Station, 5th 

Floor, Boston, Massachusetts 02110; (2) the Company’s attorneys, Danielle C. Winter, Esq. 

and Kerri A. Mahoney, Esq., Keegan Werlin LLP, 99 High Street, Suite 2900 Boston MA 

02110; and (3) John Geary, Assistant Attorney General, Office of Ratepayer Advocacy, One 

Ashburton Place, Boston, Massachusetts 02108. 

Further, in addition to paper filings with the Department, all documents should also be 

submitted to the Department in electronic format using one of the following methods:  (1) by e-

mail attachment to dpu.efiling@mass.gov and the hearing officer Katie Zilgme at 

katie.zilgme@mass.gov; or (2) on a CD-ROM.  The text of the e-mail or CD-ROM must 

specify:  (1) the docket number of the proceeding (D.P.U. 19-61); (2) the name of the person 

or company submitting the filing; and (3) a brief descriptive title of the document.  The 

electronic filing should also include the name, title, and telephone number of a person to 

contact in the event of questions about the filing.  The name of the electronic file name should 

identify the document, but should not exceed 50 characters in length.  All documents submitted 

in electronic format will be posted on the Department’s website. 

A copy of the petition and accompanying exhibits are available for inspection during 

regular business hours at the Department’s offices.  In addition, the filing is also available on 

the Department’s website at 

https://eeaonline.eea.state.ma.us/DPU/Fileroom/dockets/bynumber (enter “19-61”).  To 
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request materials in accessible formats (braille, large print, electronic files, audio format), 

contact the Department’s ADA coordinator at DPUADACoordinator@mass.gov or (617) 305-

3500. 

For further information regarding the Company’s filing, please contact counsel for the 

Company, Kerri Mahoney, Esq. and Danielle C. Winter, Esq., 99 High Street, Suite 2900, 

Boston, Massachusetts 02110, (617) 951-1400.  For further information regarding this notice, 

please contact Katie Zilgme, Hearing Officer, Department of Public Utilities, One South 

Station, Boston, Massachusetts, 02110, 617-305-3500. 

Reasonable accommodations at public or evidentiary hearings for people with 

disabilities are available upon request.  Include a description of the accommodation you will 

need, including as much detail as you can.  Also include a way the Department can contact you 

if we need more information.  Please provide as much advance notice as possible.  Last minute 

requests will be accepted, but may not be able to be accommodated.  Contact the Department’s 

ADA coordinator at DPUADACoordinator@mass.gov or (617) 305-3500. 
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