
Power Line Corridors Create  
and Sustain Habitats

Did you know that native plants, 

pollinators, and hundreds of wildlife 

species—including the 20 herptiles 

featured in this guide—thrive in 

the diverse habitat we create by 

maintaining our power line corridors? 

While trees are a treasured part of 

the landscape here in New England, 

they’re also the number one cause 

of power outages for our customers 

during storms. Balancing our 

customers’ need for safe and reliable 

power with the benefits trees provide, 

our vegetation management programs 

create critical low growth habitat that 

many creatures who call our power line 

corridors home depend on.

Our Approach to  
Vegetation Management

Our Vegetation Management team 

maintains more than 3,500 miles 

of power line corridors throughout 

Connecticut, Massachusetts and New 

Hampshire. Using varied approaches 

depending on the unique conditions 

of the landscape, our arborists create 

and maintain low-growing plant 

communities that support a range of 

species. Our team works at specific 

times of the year and uses specialized 

equipment and best practices to 

protect environmental habitats from 

the critical work we must complete to 

ensure safe and reliable power for our 

customers and communities. With our 

focus on establishing and maintaining 

low-growing grass and shrub habitat, 

our vegetation management practices 

help to establish new and enhanced 

biodiversity.

Our Commitment  
to Biodiversity

In addition to carrying electricity to 

homes and businesses across the 

region, our power line corridors are 

also essential to animal movement, 

providing areas of low growth 

habitat and serving as travel 

pathways. Hundreds of species 

of plants, insects, amphibians, 

reptiles, fungi, birds and mammals 

make their home within this critical 

low growth environment, and 

we’re committed to being a good 

neighbor through environmental 

stewardship as we deliver reliable 

power to our customers.

herptile (n.)
an amphibian or reptile

From as far back as he remembers, Matt Patterson has loved both wildlife and 

art. He grew up in a small, rural New Hampshire town. In his free time, he was 

either out fishing, searching for turtles and snakes, or painting. There’s almost no 

distance Matt won’t go, almost nothing he won’t do, to learn all he can about his 

subjects to make his paintings of wildlife as accurate and lifelike as possible. 

Matt is a member of Artists for Conservation and is a Fellow in The Explorers Club. His work 

has been featured in Yankee Magazine, Fine Art Connoisseur and has won numerous 

awards, including twice winning the Roger Tory Peterson Wild American Art 

award. Matt has illustrated several books, including two written by bestselling 

author Sy Montgomery: The New York Times national bestseller Of Time and 

Turtles and The Book of Turtles, which won seven national awards. Matt 

received a degree in Illustration from the Art Institute of Boston.
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